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ADVERSE WEATHER POLICY 
 

School will remain open unless staff, students and parents are informed otherwise. 

 

INFORMATION FOR PARENTS IN THE EVENT OF ADVERSE WEATHER 

CONDITIONS (SNOW) 

 Any decision to close the school would only be taken as a last resort, and when no other alternative is available. 
The Headteacher will assess the safety of students and staff as the main concern when making any decision. 

 Many staff travel from outside the area and quite often conditions early in the morning are worse than later in 
the day. 

 The Estates Manager will contact site staff to get a report of the local situation and will liaise with the 
Headteacher to make a decision. 

 The Headteacher will liaise with the Headteacher of Crosshill and the Chairs of Governors of both Blackburn 
Central High School and Crosshill School in making the final decision to close one or both schools. 

 Our first step in severe weather will be to delay opening Blackburn Central High School until 10.30am. This will 
allow staff and students to travel safely into school after roads have been gritted/cleared. 

 If conditions do not improve sufficiently to open the school at 10.30am, the Headteacher will then close the 
school. 

 A delayed start is not possible for Crosshill School due to transport arrangements, therefore a separate decision 
may be made for Crosshill. 

 In the event of a delayed start or full closure, information will be communicated by: 

1) Radio Lancashire 95.5FM (in the first instance) 

2) Capital FM 107FM 

3) Parentapp Connect 

4) Text Message 

5) School Websites 

6) School Social Media – Twitter and Facebook 

 A decision to delay opening or closure will be taken as early as possible in order to minimise any disruption. 
The school will be open at the normal times unless you hear otherwise via the communication chain above. 

 Parents who have recently changed phone numbers, should ensure that school have their new contact 
numbers as a text message is often the most reliable communication method. 

 

INFORMATION FOR STAFF IN THE EVENT OF ADVERSE WEATHER 

CONDITIONS (SNOW) 

 As far as possible, staff will be informed by text/telephone by their Line Manager if school is closed. 

 An email will also be issued plus staff can check the communication listed above. 

 Any staff unable to travel to the school please follow the usual procedures for staff absence. 

 

ADVERSE WEATHER CONDITIONS ONCE SCHOOL HAS COMMENCED – 

BLACKBURN CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL 

 The Headteacher will contact Radio Lancashire (quoting DFE School Number), requesting parents to collect 
their children if possible. 

 Once a decision has been made to disband lessons all students will go to their Progress Groups. 

 SLT with Heads of Year and Pastoral Managers will organise distribution of Progress Group Lists to every 
Progress Tutor. These will be used to record as and when each student leaves the school. 



 

ADVERSE WEATHER POLICY  Page 2 of 2 
 

 Students who normally walk to the school will be allowed to walk home as soon as registration is complete 
with tutors recording the names of students released. 

 All other students will remain in the school to: 

I. Be collected by a parent/carer. This can only be done via the main reception. 

II. In the event of their non-arrival students should still remain in school where they are safe and dry to 
await support from the emergency services. 

III. Be collected by an adult designated with the responsibility or to be released to a place of safety such 
as work, agreed by the parent preferably in advance. Students can only be collected via the main 
reception. 

 Students who catch a normal service bus should remain until collected by an adult (see I. and III. above). 

 As student numbers decrease all students will go to the COMS area as directed by SLT in conjunction with 
Pastoral Managers and Heads of Year. Tutors should ensure that their form list is passed on at this time. 

 Staff should consult with the Headteacher or the designated senior member of staff before going home. 

 Members of SLT will remain in school until all students have been collected. 

 

ADVERSE WEATHER CONDITIONS ONCE SCHOOL HAS COMMENCED – 

CROSSHILL SCHOOL 

 The Headteacher will primarily make the decision to close the school. In their absence it will be the Deputy 
Headteacher. 

 Once a decision has been made to disband lessons all students will go to Registration Groups. 

 Crosshill admin staff will contact bus companies, taxi companies and bus escorts to make arrangement for early 
collection of students 

 Crosshill admin staff will telephone and text all parents informing them of the decision to close the school. 

 Students will only be sent home once the buses have arrived and there has been contact made with parents, 
carers, or a responsible named adult* that there will be someone at home for the student. 

 Students who are normally collected will be allowed to go home once their lift has arrived. 

 All other students will remain in the school to: 

I. Be collected by a parent/guardian. This can only be done via the main reception. 

II. In the event of their non-arrival students should still remain in school where they are safe and dry to 
await support from the emergency services. 

III. Be collected by an adult designated with the responsibility or to be released to a place of safety such 
as work, agreed by the parent preferably in advance. Students can only be collected via the main 
reception. 

 A registration will be taken. 

 Staff should consult with the Headteacher or the designated senior member of staff before going home. 

 Senior staff will remain in school until all students have been collected. 

 

*Responsible Named Adult – staff will give a code word to the responsible adult who will be collecting the student. The 
student will not be able to go until the adult states the correct code. Before the adult arrives, staff will ask the student 
to describe the person who will be collecting them. 


